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EOESIGIT  lETJS  OH  AITIES 


THE  IMl-ERIj^Ji  FHUIT  SHO^ 

After  five  years  the  Ircperial  Fruit  Show  has  cone  to  he  looked 
upon  as  an  annual  affair.     The"  1926  Show  carae  to  a  close  Uovenber  6th 
after  a  nine  day  duration  in  HoUaiKl  Park  HirJc,  London.     The  outstand- 
ing-;; feature  this  year  v;as  the  effort  put  fori.h  by  the  new  Iroperjal 
Marketing  Board  to  combine  sone  of  the  leading  English  and  Colonial 
fruit  exhibits  under  one  pa^'-ilion  desi^^ned  and  erected  by  the  Board. 

Jro:.:  the  standpoint  of  design  and  archi  tecture  the  idea  ras  very 
well  executed,  but  conbining  the  e;chibits  of  Uova  Scotia,  Ontario,  and 
British  Colu'.ibia  in  a  sonewhat  restricted  space,  along  with  various 
fruit  products  fro:n  other  parts  of  the  Empire,  rorked  an  injustice  to 
Old  King  Apple  since,  on  the  basis  of  an  elaborate  aiople  display,  this 
side  of  the  exhibition  was  not  so  iupressive  as  in  previous  years.  The 
apples  on  sho^-^  were  as  excellent,  if  not  better  than  at  ar.y  previous 
show,  eren  though  the  "mass  effect"  v/as  not  so  pronounced. 

British  Colunbia  Again  Triurrrphs 

The  Associated  Growers  of  British  Columbia  again  appeared  with 
a  prize-sv/eeping  exliibit  in  the  Irrroerial  Class  and  claimed  merited  -at-, 
tention  for  apple  production  in  their  province.     Last  year  they  were 
awarded  first  prize  for  dessert  aio^^les  with  the  Jonathan  vai'iety,  while 
this  year  it  was  captured  with  Mcintosh,  which  returned  for  the  dis- 
tinction that  it  had  held  prior  to  1925.     They  wore  also  awarded  2nd 
prize  in  this  class  for  a  Jonathan  exhibit. ■  Third  prize  was  won  by  the 
Occidental  Eiuit  Company,  also  of  British  Columbia. 

In  culinary  varieties,  British  Columbia  won  1st  with  Rome  Beauty, 
and  2nd  with  northwestern  Greening,    England  won  both  3(i  and  4th  prizes. 

In  the  International  Class  Ontario  captured  first  honors  in  the 
dessert  class  with  Mcintosh,  and  first  in  tiie  culinary  class  with  Rhode 
Island  Greening, 

British  Columbia  took  permanent  Dossession  of  the  beautiful 
Challenge  Cup,  ^resented  by  the  Agents  General  of  the  Canadian  Eruit 
Growing  ?roiz:inces ,  having  won  first  prize  for  dessert  apples  in  the 
Imperial  Class  for  three  years  in  succession. 

The  New  20-1-o-und  Box 

British  Colur.ibia  used  the  occasion  for  the  introduction  of  a  new 
20-?ound  box  icr  ap-oles,  which  they  purpose  to  put  into  commercial  use. 
The  package  is  very  similar  to  the  California  Half  pear  Box,  carrying 
two  tiers  of  apples  packed  in  the  usual  manner.     In  shipioing,  two  half 
boxes  are  strapped  together,  as  is  common  with  small  packages  of  pears, 
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peaches  and  plu;ns .     The  intent  is  to  -orovide  a  pacl^age  snail  enough  to 
"be  convenient  for  purchase  "by  the  consumer.     It  made  a  widespread  appeal 
to  all  of  the  visiting  memocrs  of  the  trade. 

This  admirable  enterprise  on  the  part  of  the  British  Colum"bi8ii 
growers  could  well  "be  emulated  "by  some  of  our  American  packers  in  the 
markets  of  the  United  States-     A  convenient  package  for  larger  unit  sales 
to  the  consumer  has  long  "been  wanted  "by  our  "boxed  apple  states.     It  would 
be  one  of  the  greatest  factors  for  promoting  ap-ple  consumption  and  would 
no  dou"bt  be  adopted  with  alacrity  "by  ma.ny  of  our  larger  retailers,  who 
are  in  the  forefront  of  modern  mercha,ndising . 

Modern  Grading  in  England 

ITota"ble  among  the  exhi"bits  were  those  of  packing -house  equipment. 
A  grading  and  sizing  machine  of  the  Cutler  type  was  kept  in  operation 
during  the  show  to  demonstrate  that  English  apples  were  subject  to  the 
same  grading  and  packing  practices  as  are  utilized  in  British  Columbia 
and  the  most  advanced  of  .American  States. 

Cold  storage  machinery  also  attracted  attention,  as  widespread 
interest  is  manifest  among  English  growers  in  this  end  of  their  business. 

Bajianas  from  Africa 

A  new  exhibit  this  year  consisted  of  bananas,  cocoanuts,  peanuts 
aaid  other  tropic^  -products  from  the  Gold  Coast  of  V/estern  Africa.  The 
bananas  ware  especially  attractive.    Having  large  bunches  and  being  of 
good  quality,  they  made  a  close  resemblance  to  the  product  of  the  West 
Indies  a,.nd  Central  Anerica. 

4. 

Generally  speaking,  the  a,ttendance  at  these  shows  has  been  dis- 
appointing.    The  prize  winning  exhibits  are  this  week  removed  to  the  show 
windows  of  merchants  in  the  TJest  End  of  London.     It  is  very  probable  that 
more  people  will  be  imr)ressed  with  the  m^agnif icance  of  Inperial  fruit 
produ..:tion  in  this  manner  than  at  the  show  itself. 

However,  the  show  is  visited  by  a  multitude  of  jobbers  and  re- 
tailers and  although  they  do  not  make  great  crowds,  there  is  little  ques- 
tion but  that  results  will  be  very  important,  though  they  may  come  in- 
directly.    One  important  importer  stated  that  British  Columbian  apples 
now  realize  25?^  per  box  more  than  similar  qualities  from  the  United  States 
on  account  of  the  widespread  demand  for  apples  from  this  source  within  the 
Empire.    iJo  doubt  most  Anerican  growers  will  have  congratulatory  feelings 
toward  their  neighbors  across  the  border  if  this  or  any  other  preference 
will  help  them  to  line  their  clouds  with  silver  during  a  year  when  only 
dull  clouds  have  appeared  in  every  direction  on  the  aT»rjle  horizon. 


Edwin  Smith, 
Sipecialist  in  foreign  Marketii^. 


